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OUMAR KONATE 
 
From Gao Mali, Oumar Konaté caught people's attention in primary school on the strength of his talent 
with an old bucket in the streets.  In high school, he accompanied the Gao Orchestra on their national 
tour. He then went on to enroll at the National Institute of Arts in Bamako (LINA) and self-recorded his 
first album "’Lahidou (The Oath)" in 2008.  Konaté has accompanied several famous Malian artists: Vieux 
Farka Toure, Kounkako Sata, Roberto Magic, Alpha Diakité, Sidi Touré, Khaira Arby, Hama Sankare among 
others. In 2011 he was asked by band leader Boncana Maiga to be guitarist and arranger for 
«Tounkagouna», a monthly musical variety program broadcast on several African television networks 
(ORTM, CFI, TV5) where he accompanied many international stars.  
In 2008 Konaté performed at Mali’s National Biennale in Kayes as guitarist and arranger for the National 
Institute Orchestra.   
In 2009, he represented Mali at the UNESCO festival in Gambia.  
In 2010, Konaté was invited to perform at the Mali Voices Festival in Sweden.   
In January 2012, Konaté appeared at the Festival au Desert in Timbuktu, Mali.  In that same year Clermont 
Music invited him to accompany Khaira Arby and her band on her tour of the US and Canada.  In the 
summer of 2012 Konaté toured the US playing at NY’s Lincoln Center, at the Grassroots Festival and at 
others venues where he received audience raves.  During 2013 and 2014, Konaté toured Europe as a 
member of Vieux Farka Toure’s band. 
In May 2014, Clermont Music released his first international album, “Addoh”, and Konaté that summer 
toured North America again receiving enthusiastic audience response. 
In 2016 Konaté was awarded a Tamani d’Or by the Malian music industry for his work. That same year 
Clermont Music released his second international album « Maya Maya » which also earned critical praise. 

In 2017 Clermont released “Live in America” followed in 2018 by “Live in Bamako” both reaching 
favorable notices. 
Konate’s core group is anchored by Makan Camara, one of the best young percussionists in West Africa 
today and bassist Dramane Toure, former lead guitarist for the late Khaira Arby. These three are a power 
trio on the level of Cream or Band of Gypsies. His songs tell stories of hope for normalcy despite 
seemingly insurmountable challenges in Africa. Frequently joined by musicians and friends, Konate 
performs regularly in clubs, private parties and festivals across Mali. He will play at Zanzibar’s Sauti za 
Busara Festival in 2020 and following that with a world tour. 
 

Personnel on stage include: 
Oumar Konaté     Guitars/ lead vocal 
Dramane Touré    Bass 
Makan Camara    Drums 
Souleymane Diallo    Keyboards 
 
Streaming audio playlist:   
https://soundcloud.com/clermontmusic/sets/oumar-konate 

Streaming video playlist:  
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8rvb_d1nbK_MtJfZrFVyBXkP5IEyHVKk 

  

https://soundcloud.com/clermontmusic/sets/oumar-konate
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8rvb_d1nbK_MtJfZrFVyBXkP5IEyHVKk
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TRACKS: (album jacket copy)  

1 Houndia      If you go to Gao you will find some pretty girls there.  2:51 

   

2 Oumar bakoi      Hey, are all my fans here? Get ready to dance!    4:39 
   

3 I love you Inna      Inna I love you.           5:06 

   

4 Badje bisindje      A sad tale of a bride’s father who has to sacrifice    

          his favorite cow for the wedding feast.     5:33    

5 Almounakaf      Hey you! You brought this destruction into our country.   

          Get out!            5:25    

6  Mariama      Mariama, go beside your new husband.    
          He won’t hurt you.          5:34    
7  Koima Djine      Where are the genies of Koima. We need rain!   4:03    

8  Ni tchilla sibara     There isn’t another person like you.      5:35    

9  Zankai hora      Call all the children to come here.  Let’s all dance!  3:51    

10  

  

Wa toto      It is time for us to rebuild our country.     4:39    

  
CD TRACKLIST:     

1  Houndia    [QMPGD1900001]    2:51          

2  Oumar bakoi    [QMPGD1900002]    4:39      

3  I love you Inna   [QMPGD1900003]    5:06    

4  Badje bisindje   [QMPGD1900004]    5:33    

5  Almounakaf    [QMPGD1900005]    5:25    

6  Mariama    [QMPGD1900006]    5:34    

7  Koima djine    [QMPGD1900007]    4:03    

8  Ni tchilla sibara   [QMPGD1900008]    5:35    

9  Zankai hora    [QMPGD1900009]    3:51    

10  

  

Wa toto    [QMPGD1900010]    4:39    
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PERSONNEL:  

Oumar Konaté       lead vocal, guitars  

Dramane Touré       bass  

Makan Camara       drums, percussion   

Fallou Mbaye        sabard wolloof {tracks 1, 3, 5, 7}  

Assaba Dramé       kamel ngoni {tracks 1, 5, 6, 7}  

Adama Sidibé        violin {tracks 1, 3, 6}  

Alhouseini Yattara      calabasse {tracks 2, 6}  

Moussa Yattara       calabasse {tracks 2, 6}  

Hama Sankaré       calabasse {track 4}  

Yoro Cissé        monochord {track 9}  

John F Dilligent       keyboard {track 3, 4}  

  

  
CREDITS:  

All tracks written, composed and arranged by Oumar Konaté  

Recorded:26, 27 & 28 March 2018 at Studio Bogolan, Bamako, Mali  

Recording engineer: Yaya Diarra, Bamako Mali  

Mixed: Dave Cook, Area 52 Studios, Saugerties, NY  

Mastered: John Cohrs, Bear Call Mastering, Kingston NY  

Graphic design: Andrew Nelson, Down in the Valley Designs, Kingston NY  

Photos: Chris Nolan and Kiss Diouara   

Produced: Christopher Nolan III, Clermont Music, Germantown, New York  

℗ + © 2018 Nolan + Associates Productions LLC, Germantown, New York  

BMI, SACEM, BUMDA, SoundExchange  

  

CLE025 ℗ + ©2019 Nolan + Associates Productions LLC, Germantown, New York 
All rights reserved.   www.clermontmusic.com  
  

LINER NOTES / SALES NOTES  

  

Oumar Konate’s brilliant new studio album was recorded in Bamako Mali during the Spring of 2018. A 

superstar in Mali, Oumar can be found every weekend playing in nightclubs, concert halls and on 

festival stages across that country. He can shred like no other on electric guitar and at the same time 

make you cry. This his fifth album features: on bass long-time collaborator Dramane Toure, former lead 

guitarist for the late great Khaira Arby, and on percussion power-house drummer Makan Camara.   

  

Oumar invited other friends into the sessions to add their unique perspective to the project. Sometimes 
jubilant, sometimes angry, Oumar reflects the mood of young people in Mali today. His songs range 

from love songs to dance anthems to ballads. This is new music is from an award-winning 

singer/songwriter whom audiences from all over his country adore.   
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Weblinks:  

www.clermontmusic.com/oumar-konate  

www.facebook.com/oumar.konate.395  

 

 

PRESS: 

 

•  “a tumultuous, constantly morphing six-beat Malian rhythm with raw vocal incantations and plenty of wah-
wah.” Jon Pareles, NY Times, 19 July 2019 

• “a kaleidoscopic primer for West African music… Konate really deserves to be as big a star on the international 
stage as he is at home” Nigel Williamson (****), Songlines Magazine #151 

• "The man is a swirling amalgam of instrumental and vocal emotions."  Pieter Franssen mixedworldmusic.com 

• "(Konate’s) modern mix of blues and afrorock is unmistakably one of the best that comes to us from Africa 
today." Eric van Domburg Scipio popmagazineheaven.nl #30, 2019 

• "...powerful, groovy and often superfunky sound with haunted vocals..." Pieter Franssen (****½) in the Dutch 
music magazine Jazzism #5 2019 about Oumar Konate's album 'I Love You Inna'. 

• “His boldfaced chops, ceaseless energy and unmistakable star power yield an African guitar album that very 
much knows how to rock.” Dennis Rozanski, Bluesrag mojoworkin.com Winter 2019 

• “Among the ever-growing pantheon of Mali’s global stars.” Jim Hickson, Songlines  

• ”Smoldering electric guitar” Rob Weisberg WFMU-FM  

• “A master on the western electric guitar” Ruud Siebons, Studio-Globe, Broadcast 1357 

•  “(Konate) will inspire fans of modern African music as well as blues rock fans."  Willi Klopottek, Luxembourg 
magazine Woxx.lu March 2018 

• “Intricate close work and headlong shredding.” The Wire, April 2018. 

• “Whining, lightning fast and exciting.” -Kees van Wee Heaven Magazine #5 2017 

• "Great punchy production and blistering playing." - John Bates, WTJU-FM May 2017 

• “…full on rock with long screaming guitar solos on full sustain backed by bass and drums. They are very good 
at what they do…” – Vic Smith, fROOTS 
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